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A collection of thirteen essays from a variety of sources examines one of America's most serious
domestic problems, investigates its historical and sociological roots, and grapples for solutions.
15,000 first printing.

For many Americans, the brutalizations of Rodney King, Amadou Diallo, and Abner Louima by
police officers were shocking, out-of-the-ordinary events. For urban blacks and other minorities,
however, they represent the extremes of daily life in an unspoken war with an "occupying army:
the police." The 12 essays in this provocative anthology aim to push through the "public haze,
thick and oppressive that surrounds the issue" of police brutality, to make clear the
pervasiveness of the problem and how, ultimately, it affects us all. The contributors--prominent
academics, activists, writers, and a retired black police officer--trace the roots of police presence
in African American communities from slavery to the present and demonstrate how the
racialization of crime has justified and perpetuated police brutality. The authors offer compelling
analyses of the racial, class, and gender components of minority relations with the police and
their implications for society as a whole. In a series of searching questions, Katheryn K. Russell
asks, "What does it mean when a society ritually sacrifices the constitutional and civil rights of its
racial minorities?" Richard Austin shows how the image of the black male has been criminalized
and assesses the toll stereotyping has taken on black men's psyches. Patricia J. Williams even
looks at the Columbine high school shootings in light of racial profiling versus the "innocent
profiling" of white males despite their showing violent tendencies.This collection is not a diatribe,
however. Most of the contributors offer up legitimate solutions, from a dismantling of the police
department to demands for social and economic equality. Ultimately, what stands out is the
authors' stories. Each of them has suffered some personal humiliation at the hands of police,
and many list others who have been killed or maimed by police, but who barely made the news.
Blacks and other minorities will nod their heads in recognition while the rest of America
discovers a parallel universe where the assumption that people are innocent until proven guilty
doesn't exist. Police Brutality is an important work on an issue that can no longer be ignored. --
Lesley ReedFrom Publishers WeeklyIn tones ranging from soulful to provocative to didactic,
these 12 fiery essays by a variety of distinguished contributors argue that there is currently a
plague of police brutality, foisted upon minority communities as a result of drug war "innovations"
in policing. Editor Nelson (Volunteer Slavery), who teaches journalism at CCNY, addresses in a
terse introduction the "outrage," "disgust" and "sadness" she felt after the police shooting of
unarmed Amadou Diallo in New York City, which drove her to assemble this volume. Most of the
contributions are excellent and even startling. Most thought-provoking is journalist and critic
Stanley Crouch's fusion of harsh personal recollection (of his teenage brother being pummeled



after heckling a police officer) balanced by the more modulated idea that the real danger to
minority communities is their alienation from the police. Columbia law professor Patricia Williams
contrasts the presumption of guilt that appears to hover over black youths with the presumption
of innocence that allowed Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris to amass guns, ammunition and
grenades in Littleton, Colo. Gripping "secret histories" of black experience come from Claude
Clegg III's fascinating reconstruction of Elijah Muhammad's nascent Nation of Islam and its
alternate hostility toward and pragmatic cooperation with the FBI and with Mayor Daley's
Chicago machine. Other pieces (by NYU historian Robin D.G. Kelley and novelist and poet
Ishmael Reed, among others) take an overly rhetorical, separatist tone. In light of the egregious
violations represented by the tragic figures of Abner Louima, Rodney King and other victims of
actual and alleged police brutality, one forgives this volume its forcefulness. This is a memorable
and useful contribution to an increasingly volatile national dialogue.Copyright 2000 Reed
Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalCurrently, there are accusations of police
corruption and brutality throughout America. Hate groups are accused of operating within the
ranks of the Cleveland Police Department, the falsifying of information in an LAPD gang-tracking
database has potentially contaminated numerous court cases, and the recent incidents of
alleged police brutality in New York involving Abner Louima, Amadou Diallo, and Patrick
Dorismond shocked and alarmed many citizens. Unfortunately, such incidents are not rare.
Nelson (journalism, CUNY), the author of Volunteer Slavery, has compiled a very timely
collection of 12 original essays detailing numerous examples of police brutality perpetrated
primarily against African Americans. Contributed by the likes of Derrick Bell and Stanley Crouch,
the pieces in this very informative book examine the long history of abusive police behaviors and
include descriptions of lynchings, racial profiling, and the hazards of "driving while black." This
mostly one-sided approach in examining police brutality could have benefited tremendously
from the inclusion of interviews with the police themselves, as they try to justify extreme
behaviors. Recommended for academic libraries.DTim Delaney, Canisius Coll., BuffaloCopyright
2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.ReviewAn important and valuable book...Without hysteria
or hyperbole, she examines the issue of police abuse in literary form. -- EmergeThis collection of
analysts on the subject of police brutality is not only timely, but explores and exposes the
sickness of this unbalanced, uncivilized Western pastime thoroughly. -- Chuck D of Public
Enemy, author of Fight the Power: Rap, Race, and RealityRead more
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Paul VanGogh, “Pleased, quite. It is an interesting book and the kind of thing I was hoping for.It
is neither extremist nor OTOH pulling punches. It is what I think of as realistic and representing
the citizen not in a place of power. Sensitive citizen/not simply rolling over when treated
badly.And represents the thinking citizen who reads news reports, such as those of Sean Bell &
Oscar Grant, of misconduct gone unpunished -- who does not want it to get worse.”

Chris Best, “This makes me happy.. This got here faster than the one I ordered from a library.
Kudos, yo. It was two days after this came in that I got the rented version, and not only that but
now I OWN this book, which means that I can actually sit down and read it after using it for my
English Comp II class. The product came in in good condition, great timing, and a wonderful
price, so all in all I'd say it's a win-win-win for the price!”

KaliKali, “I finally realized I had to buy my own copy .... I finally realized I had to buy my own copy,
as I was hogging the library copy, reading & re-reading, quoting, using the essays for lectures,
etc. This paperback does the job--and came in superb condition--thanks!”

Kat K., “Came exactly as described. Bought this for a class and never used it...but it seems
interesting enough.  Perhaps one day I'll read it when I have the time.”

MAS, “I truly enjoyed reading this book. Exceptional author. I truly enjoyed reading this book. It
was originally intended to be a research project, but instead I couldn't put it down.”

Kash, “Five Stars. For someone else.”

Anonymous, “Five Stars. Quality collection.”

Nosidino, “Fascinating Book. By far this is one of the best books I've read on the subject. The
other was called: Driving While Black. But Police Brutality was divided into four parts with twelve
chapters each detailing the pernicious practices of police oppression on minorities in
America.The police officer is a detriment to the African-American and Hispanic American male.
Without a doubt this oppression is excacerbated by the brutal treatment that men of color (And
Sometimes Women) experience at their ruthless hands.There is no group in America that can
get away with murder (Literaly) more than the cop. We see it every day and it is quite detestable.
I can honestly say that I loathe the heavy-handed treatment that American cops are always
dishing out to people of color.This book examines how police abuse their power. See Paticia J.
Williams's chapter (P149) on how her friend was arrested for disobeying a police officer's illegal
order to leave an area where she had the right to be. This and other things like the "Blue wall Of
Silence" are more examples of how cops lie to protect their own. These and many other



situations are detailed in the book. But don't take my word on it. Read it for yourself and be
enlightened.  A. Nathaniel Wallace, Jr.”

Daniel D., “Five Stars. Fantastic thanks!!”

The book by Daniel A. Hughes has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 42 people have provided feedback.
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